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the transmission of funds to meet the prices went crazier
still. When a Calcutta mill paid out for a shipment of raw
jute fronrPakistan, the money disappeared into the Foreign
Exchange Department of India. It did eventually reappear
through the corresponding department on the other side of
the frontier, but only when grower and mill-owner were
nearing apoplexy.
The position has somewhat eased since that time, but the
jute industry of India still gives a communal shudder at the
mention of Pakistan. As far as Calcutta is concerned, there
is no uncertainty as to which is the most urgent item on
India's industrial plate; it is to so develop the growing
side of the jute trade, within India's own frontiers, that
her nervous system will never again be subjected to a like
strain.
The Governing Body of the Indian Central Jute Com-
mittee is firmly convinced that the operation can be carried
out satisfactorily. What makes their scheme more attractive
to those whose interests are wider than the jute business, is
that the Committee insists that the necessary expansion can
be achieved without taking over land needed for food or
other essential crops. Part of the increase, it is argued,
could be obtained by using better seeds and better methods
of cultivation on the lands already under jute. They provide
a quarter of what is required. Research is being pushed
ahead to find out what improvements can be made in yield,
and what varieties are best adapted to planting in areas not
at present under cultivation.
Sir Datar Singh offered one hopeful suggestion at a
special meeting of the Governing Body called to consider
the question in December 1947 when the chaos was at its
worst. He estimated that two million bales of jute, half of
the output of Pakistan, could be raised in India by inter-
cropping early varieties of jute on land devoted exclusively
to the growing of a particular type of rice.
As there is an insistent world demand for gunny bags, and